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2 Claims.

This invention relates to a game and particu-
larly to a game of the type in which a counter,
such as a ball, disc or other generally analogous
object, is moved, released or projected upon a

5 playing surface across which it is generally free
to move and in combination with which a player
controlled guiding and striking element may be
used so that the plaver may learn to control
and to guide the movement of the counter.

Another object is to provide in connection with

such a game device, in which gravity is effective
for moving a counter across a field, player con-
trolled means adapted to be used to modify and
control the course of the counter.
15  Another object of the invention is to provide,
in connection with a game, in which a counter is
released or projected upon a surface across which
it can move by reason of the shape or inclination
of the surface, means for striking, guiding and
“shooting” the counter.

Ancther object is to provide in connection with
a device of the type indicated, deflectors which
may or may not be of spring material and which
serve in playing more or less like the sides of a
billiard table, so that the player, by means of the
control device, may guide or “shoot” the counter
against the deflectors to make what may be
called “billiard shots”.

_ Other objects will appear from time to time
in the specification and claims.

The invention is illustrated more or less di-
agrammatically in the accompanying drawings,
wherein:—

mgure 1 is a plan view of a game device;

wgure 2 is a longitudinal vertical section at
line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a diagrammatic plan view illustrat-
ing a number of possible “shots”;

Figure 4 is a plan view of a modified form o?
the playing field surface;

Pigure 5 is a plan view of a further modified
form.

like parts are designated by like characters
throughout the specification and drawings.

The device of this invention is housed in a
casing which is indicated generally by the let-
ter A. Asshown it is more or less in the shape of
a rectangular box having sides and & botiom, and
enclosed at the top with glass or other transpar-
ent cover Al which may be carried in a removable
lid or frame A2 which is fastened to the box or
housing A in any suitable manner. Positicned on
the inside of the housing A are one or more spac-
ing and supporting members A3 arranged to sup-
port the playing field portion which will be de-
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seribed below. Af is a spacing and supporting
member mounted on the housing A.

The playing field constitutes an assembly hav-
ing an upper and a lower level. The upper level
is indicated at B and the lower level at Bt. There 6o
may be formed in the lower level B! a plurality of
guiding slots, channels or passages B2, which are
of different lengths and shapes but which all
terminate in a series of generally parallel por-
tions as indicated at B3. Positioned adjacent 65
the member B! and in continuation of and in
communication with the portions B3, is a mem-
per Bt formed into a plurality of preferably par-
allel pockets by the dividing or spacing members
B, . The upper level B forms the actual playing 70
field. It has a plurality of holes or openings Bs
through it, which may be of different sizes and
shapes. These openings may be positioned atb
any suitable position throughout the surface of
the field. Each is positioned above one of the 75
guide slots B? so that a counter falling through
any one of the openings BS will be received in a
guide slot B2 and by it guided to the portion B?
and into a pocket. Curved, fixed guiding mem-
bers B7 BT may be mounted upon or mounted 80
adjacent the playing field B. As shown such
guiding portions are mounted at the right hand
of Figure 1. Another guiding portion B? may be
mounted at the opposite end of the playing field.
As shown in the particular form of the invention 85
illustrated herewith, the member B is formed
into a pair of symmetrically curved portions B?
which have between them a reduced curved por-
tion Bl® within which one of the holes BS is po-
sitioned. The member BS is also cut away, pref- 90
erably at one side, as at B, fo provide a passage
through which a counter may be introduced, as
will be described below.

There may be provided upon the playing field
B a plurality of baffles, either yielding, in the 95
form of spring members, or fixed, or partially
yielding and partially fixed. As illustrated in
Figure 1, a yielding spring member C is mounted
on the member B8 and extends wholly or partial-
1y across the passage B! so that it must be de- 100
flected as indicated in dotted lines in Figure 1
to permit the introduction of the counter. This
bafile C thus lies in the first portion of the nor-
mal path of entrance of the counter. Farther
along on the field and in the normal path of the 105
counter is another spring bafle C' which nor-
mally extends into the path of the counter and
toward or against the wall of the frame and may
be deflected as indicated in dotted lines in Figure
1 by the counter as it moves along the side of 110
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the field. C? is another spring baffle which may
be mounted generally along the center line of the
field and having one end adjacent the boundary
of the field so that a counter in moving along the
boundary and past the bafle C2 must be de-
flected as indicated in dotted lines in Figure 1.
A number of other bafiles C* C¢ may be positiocned
elsewhere about the field and they may be of
any suifable size or construction. As illus-
trated herewith they are generally zll about the
same size or shape and are placed symmetri-
cally on the fleld. A portion C5 is joined to the
bafle C! and in effect forms a continuation of it
5o that the composite bafile C! C5 is substantially
the same in size and shape as the corresponding
bafile C* placed opposite it on the other side of
the field. The bafies shown herein ars all formed
of spring material. They might be formed other~
wise, of any desired material and of any desired
shape. They might be entirely unyielding. A
convenient means for attaching the bafiles to
the fleld is shown particularly in Figure 2. As
there shown the bafie C? is provided with a pair
of lugs C% These are preferably pointed as
shown and given a shape more or less similar to
that of an arrow head. In being placed in posi-
tion originally in the board they msy be driven
directly into it, or holes of suitable size may be
bored and the pointed Iugs driven into these
holes. By reason of the arrow head shape, they
tend to retain their position in the board and to
prevent accidental displacement. Other bafiles
may be placed on the board and as shown more
or less U-shaped bafiles C7 are placed in some
cases about the several holes BS. Some of the
holes do not have such baffles about them in the
form of the invention shown herewith. Each of
the bafles C* and C7 preferably has made in-
tegrally with it lugs C¢ such as those daseribed in
connection with the bafle C2, by means of which
they are attached to the board.

Mounted within the housing and above the
field B and beneath the glass A! is a guiding and
impelling member comprising preferably a shaft
or rod D having a handle D! and carrying a plu-
rality of bafe guiding members D2. These mem-
bers may be of spring material and are fas-
tened to the shaft D and extend from it in a
direction to bring them into the path of the
counter as it moves over the field. The shaft

D is slotted as at D3 and engages a screw D¢

which is mounted in a pin or upwardly projecting
member D5 which is carried in and supported
by the field B. 'The pin D5 may be reduced ad-
jacent its upper end as shown in Figure 2, and a
cushioning member D¢ surrounds it, which mem-
ber may be of rubber or other similar mafterial,
Projecting .downwardly from the shaft D is a
pair of baffles or stops D7 arranged to contach
the pin DS or the rubber DS upon it, to limit the
sliding movement of the shaft D with respect to
the pin. A short and preferably rigid bafile D8
may be mounied cn the under side of the shaft
D. DS is a stop member which may be mounted
on the shaff D to extend downwardly below to
its outward movement with respect to the hous-
ing. The shaft D adjacent its outer end passes
through a shutter member D0 which is mount-
ed in a groove D' in one of the members of the

 frame A. The shutter is shorter than the groove
and thus may move along it to permit swinging

movement of the shaft D as indicated in dotied

lines in Figure 1. The slot D3 in the shaft per-

mits the shaft to be moved in and out.
Counters E may be used. As shown they are
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balls, although almost any other form of counter
might be used. :

Some formn of mechanism for raising and mov-
ing or projecting the counters onto the playing
field is necessary. Any suitable form may be
used in connection with my device. As shown
there is an impeller ¥ which comprises a pivoted
lever. It is shown in its upright position in Fig-
ures 1 and 2. The plunger F!, actuated by a
handle F2, is used to depress the propelling lever
F. ~ Any suitable form of mechanism of this sort
may be used. The one here shown is not de-
scribed in detail herewith as it forms no essen-
tial part of the invention, and for my device it
is sufficient that same means is provided for
moving or impelling the counters. In ordinary
operation, the plunger is depressed and carries
with it the lever F which moves downward from
the position shown in Figure 2 and picks up one
of the counters E, raising the counter and moving
or “shooting” it onto the playing field.

In Figure 3 there is shown diagrammatically
the playing field and a number of possible shots
tpon it. The counter having been released or
projected upon the playing field, comes in con-
tact with any of the baffles D? of the controlling
member D, It will be noticed in Figures 1 and 3
that the bafles which are fixed on the playing
field, excepling those about the holes, are in-
clined downwardly and inwardly from the outer
border toward the center of the field. While
this is not essential, it has proven very satisfac-
tory because, no matter how hard the counter is
projected and no matter how rapidly it moved,
the fixed baffles tend almost always to direct it
sgoner or later toward the center of the field,
and thus into the zone in which the player con-
trolled guiding and striking element may be
moved to guide and strike the counter. 'There-
fore, in making the device, it is preferable to
position the bafies which are mounted upon the
playing field so that some or all of them tend to
direct the counter toward the zone in which the
player controlled guide can strike or guide the
counter according to the will of the operator. Of
course, this arrangement is not essential and the
bafles may be given any other arrangement de-
sired. For some purposes the bafiles might be
entirely omitted. As shown in Figure 3, in which
a number of “shofs” are illustrated in dotted
lines, the counter may be struck by and deflected
irom either the upper or lower side of any of
the baflles upon the player controlled member
and the counter, of course, may contact any
side of any of the baffles which are mounted in
the playing field.

In Figure 4 the player controlled member has
only a single baffie and there are only two rela-
fively small baflles on the field. In Figure 5
the holes have been omitted and in their stead a
series of pockets G is formed at the lower end
of the board. The modifications of Figures 4
and 5 are merely illustrative of the fact that
almost an infinite numbper of modified construc-
tions can be made embodying the idea of a player
controlled member by means of which the count-
er may he struck or guided.

It will be realized that whereas I have here-
with shown or described a practical operative
device, nevertheless many changes might be made
in the gize, shape, number and disposition of
parts without departing from the spirit of my
invention and I wish, therefore, that my showing
be taken as in a sense diagrammatic.
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The use and operation of my invention are as
follows:

In general, the playing field is inclined. While
T have shown a plane field, it need not be plane,
and a curved, dished, partially spherical, hollowed
or irregularly shaped field might be used. What-
ever the shape of the field, some means is pro-
vided for moving, releasing or projecting a count-
er so that it comes upon the field. The field
is so shaped or positioned that the counter will
tend, usually by sravity, to move along, across or
upon the field and will come sooner or later in
contact with the player controlled element.
When this occurs the player may guide or strike
the counter so as to move it as he wishes and
as shown in Figure 3 he may make so-called
“hilliard shots”, and if sufficiently skillful may
cause the counter to move where he wishes.
Sooner or later he either moves the counter into
the pocket or space or along the path which he
desires or else the counter escapes him and falls
through an opening or into a pocket or in some
way passes out of play and when the player has
played with all of the counters available, the
game may be said to be finished.

3

I claim:

1. In a game device, a member defining an
inclined playing surface, means for moving a
counter to the upper end of said surface whereby
it may move along the surface from top to bot-
tom, obstructions on said surface, and a player
controlled counter guiding member movably
mounted adjacent said surface, means whereby
said guiding member can be moved along and
across said surface in rotary and sliding move-
ment.

2. In a game device, a member defining an in-
clined playing surface, a counter for movement
along said surface, points of objective on said
surface for said counter, a resilient counter-de-
flecting element mounted adjacent said surface,
a player controlled counter-deflecting member
movably mounted adjacent said surface, said re-
silient counter-deflecting element and said count-
er-deflecting member being formed and positioned
in co-operative relation for deflecting said count-
er into various directions of movement so as to
bring said counter to one of said points of objec-
tive.

WILLIAM I.. NELSON.
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